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THE PROMISLED KING:
A Family Advent Journy

We're so glad you're holding this devotional In
your hands. It is our Christmas gift to you from
Riverstone Church—a community of people
learning, day by day, how to trust Jesus, love
one another, and live out the hope of the
gospel. If you'd like to learn more about us,

visit cometotheriver.org.

At Riverstone Church, our mission is simple: to
help more people find and follow Jesus. We
believe Jesus changes lives, brings hope into

dark places, heals what's broken, and leads us

into a joy that nothing in this world can shake.




Christmas is the perfect time to remember that
the story of Jesus didn’t begin in a manger. It
began long before, in the promises God made
through the prophets, the whispers of hope
spoken through Scripture, and the longing of
God’s people for a Savior who would come to

rescue them.

This devotional invites you and your family to
slow down, take a breath, and enter into that
story together. For twelve days, from December
15th to December 26th, you'll read about God's
promises in the Old Testament and how each
one points to Jesus. You'll imagine scenes, talk
together as a family, and end each day with a
simple prayer. Whether you've known Jesus for
many years, or you're just beginning to explore
who He is, our prayer is the same: that you

would experience the wonder of Christmas

in a fresh and meaningful way.




Christmas is more than lights, gifts, and
traditions. It is the announcement that God has
come near, that He stepped into our world,
took on our humanity, and brought salvation
with Him. It is the reminder that we are never

forgotten, never alone, and always loved.

So as you open these pages, may you feel the
hope, joy, and peace that only Jesus brings.

May your home be filled with light.

And may your heart be filled with wonder
again—the wonder that the Promised King has

come, and He invites us to follow Him.

Merry Christmas from Riverstone Church.

We're grateful to walk this journey with you!

.\§

RIVERSTONE




THE PROMISED KING
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THE FIRST PROMISE
OF HOPE '

READ’ 2

Genes:s 3 75
“He will crush your head
and you w:ll stnke h:s heel At

IMAGINE:

Imaglne hearlng that even
though you messed up badly,
| someone would come
one day to fix everythlng
' that went wrong
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REFLECT
When Adam and Eve dlsobeyed
God, it Iooked Ilke the end of thelr
story. — sm had entered the world
But right there in the mlddle of
fallure God spoke 2 promlse
a child would be born who would
defeat evil forever. That's the very
first hint of Jesus — the One who "
would be hurt but would win in
the end. Whether you've known
this story for years or are hearing
it for the first time, this promise

e

. sho_ws‘u$ who God really is: . %
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He doesn’t give up on.-His people.
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THE PROMISLED KING
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A BLESSING FORTHE
WHOLE WORLD

READ:
Genesis 12:2-3
“All peoples on earth will
be blessed through you.”

IMAGINE:

Imagine being told that
through your family,
the whole world
would be blessed.
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REFLECT:

God made a big promise to
Abraham—not just about land
or family, but about blessing the
entire world. How? Through
Abraham’s descendant, Jesus.
The good news about Jesus is
meant for everyone, no matter
where they live or what they’'ve
done. For families, this means
God'’s love isn’t just something
we keep to ourselves—it's
something we share. Even kids
can be part of God’s big blessing
plan when they show kindness
or tell others about Jesus.



TALK:

What's one way we
could be a blessing to
someone this week—

maybe a neighbor,
classmate, or friend?

PRAY:

Lord, thank You for blessing us
SO we can bless others.
Help our family show Your love
in our home and beyond.
Amen.
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THE TRUE KING
WILL COME

- READ:

2 Samuel 7:12-13 |
“When your days are over and you
rest with your ancestors, | will raise
up your offspring to succeed you,
your own flesh and blood, and |
will establish his kKingdom. He is
the one who will build a house for
my Name, and | will establish the
throne of his kingdom forever.”

IMAGINE:

Imaginé being told that one of your
children would grow up to be a king
whose kingdom would never end.
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REFLECT:
God promised King David that one
of his.descendants would rule
forever. For hundreds of years, Israel

waited and wondered who this

forever -king would be. When Jesus
was born in Bethlehem that
promise came true — He was the
King who would relgn not just in : ¥
Israel, but In every heart that
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THE PROMISED KING
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THE LIGHT IN
THE DARKNESS

READ:
Isaiah 9:2, 6
“The people walking in
darkness have seen a great light...
For to us a child is born.”

IMAGINE:

Imagine being lost in
the dark and suddenly,
a bright light shines
to show the way home.
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REFLECT:

Isaiah told God’s people that
a Child would be born who
would bring light to a dark world.

That light is Jesus, who shine
hope into our fears and sadne’
For anyone new to faith,

this means that even when
life feels confusing, Jesus can
guide you. For families, it's a
reminder that we can reflect
His light by loving each
other well—kindness,
forgiveness, and patience
make the world brighter.

b
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TALK:

Where do we see “light”
In our home? How can we

share Jesus’ light with .
others this week?

PRAY:

Thank You, God, for loving us
even when we mess up.
Thank You for sending
Jesus to rescue us.
Help us remember that You
always keep Your promises.
Amen.




THE PROMISED KING

Ay THE BRANCH FROM
- JESSES TRF.F.

READ
| Iscuah 1 7—2 _
A shoot will come up from
_the stump of J’esse"r S0
__ from his roots
a Branch will bear fruit.”

~ IMAGINE: -

Imaglne Iooklng at ..

xa dead tree stump, and suddenly, Lo .

seeing agreen shoot pushing
-~ through the wood.
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REFLECT:

God S people had Iost hope'
Their kingdom had fallen :
and,th,ey wondered if |
' '-C*i'od’s‘plan 'wasover.e__ h

But Isalah said Ilfe would

g row agaln 1 rom Davrd S famlly

A new Klng fllled W|th
God’s Splrlt would rlse
Jesus s that Branch
fuII of W|sdom and Ilfe

When thlngs feel broken i

Jesus brlngs growth agaln
Famllles can take comfort
knowmg that God can make

G new Ilfe come from hard places.j:.___ﬁ'.-’;"-'.*f‘.
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THE PROMISED KING
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THE GOOD
SHEPHERD

READ:
Ezekiel 34:23
“I will place over them
one shepherd... my servant David,
and he will tend them.”

IMAGINE:

Imagine someone
who knows every
sheep by hame—
and goes looking
whehn one gets lost.

D
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REFLECT:

God promised to send a
Shepherd who would love and care
for His people. Jesus called Himself
that Good Shepherd—the One who

lays down His life for His sheep.

Whether you're new to faith or have
ollowed Jesus for yea rs, thls tru

brings comfort: yo u are know
loved, and safe in His c:
can rest in th,is::-?
fo rg et



hat Jesus cares for us?

PRAY:

Jesus, thank You for
being our Good Shepherd.
Help us listen for Your voice and
follow wherever You lead.

Amen. ,l
e
"ﬂéj‘l -




THE PROMISED KING

THE PROMISE
OF PEAGE '

READ* o
MIth 5:2 4—5
“But you Bethlehem
out of you will come forme”
one who will be ruler over Israel
and he w:II be our peace

IMAGINE

. Imaglne Ilvmg in asmall
ordlnary town and hearlng that
something world-changmg would

' happen right where you Ilve

$ .
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REFLECT: "
Micah told God's people that 4
ot great ruler would come =
~from. tlny Bethlehem Everyone
expected power to come from blg
_cities or mlghty armies. But God
chose some place small and qmet
" When Jesus was born In
Bethlehem, that p'rOphecycam_e "
true. He didn’t come to bring war
or wealth, but peace. Families can
take comfort that God often does
“His blggest work in the rhost
ordlnary places, even around h

our own kitchen tables.
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THE PROMISLED KING
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A MESSENGER
PREPARES THE WAY

READ:
Malachi 3:1
“I will send my messenger,
who will prepare
the way before me.”

IMAGINE:

Imagine you're about to meet a king
and someone goes ahead to get
everything ready for his arrival.
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REFLECT:
Before Jesus began His ministry,
God sent John the Baptist
to prepare the way.

John told people to turn from sin
and get ready for the Savior.
God still prepares hearts today,
sometimes through family
conversations, worship, or even
quiet moments of reflection.

If you're new to faith,
this is your invitation to make
room for Jesus in your heart.

If you've followed Him for years,
It's a reminder to clear away
distractions and focus
on Him again.



TALK:

What can we “make room” for
In our hearts this Christmas—
and what might we need
to clear away?

PRAY:

Lord, prepare our hearts for You.
Help us listen, repent, and be ready
to follow wherever You lead.
Amen.
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 Decomblos 99-

THE PROMISE OF
CGOD WITH US

- READ:
Hellels WAL
“The virgin will conceive
and give birth to a son,
and will call him Immanuel.”

IMAGINE:
Imagine heqri'ng that
‘God Himself was.coming
to live right among His people. |

D
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: REFLECT:

Isaiah’s prophecy is one of the
most beautiful in all of Scripture.
“Immmanuel” means God with us.

Jesus’ birth shows us that God:

doesn’t stay far away. He's not

distant. He comes close, steps
into our world, and walks with us

through various seasons of life.
For families, this means Jesus R

is W|th us in every moment:;%f.a‘f“
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THE PROMISED KING
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WAITING FOR
THE PROMISLE

READ:
Luke 2:25-32
“My eyes have seen
your salvation...

a light for revelation
to the Gentiles.”

IMAGINE:

Imagine waiting your
whole life for something
and finally seeing it come true.

D
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REFLECT:
Simeon waited faithfully
for the day God's
promise would arrive.
When he finally saw
baby Jesus In the temple,

he knew this was The One,
the light for the whole world.

Advent teaches us to
wait with hope, even when
God’s timing feels slow.

For families, this night is
a reminder that waiting
Is part of faith. Whether you're
waiting for an answer,

a healing, or a fresh start,
Jesus Is always worth the wait.

A

Jaallinlor v tanlil
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TALK:

What's something our family
Is waiting for right now?
How can we trust God
as we wait?

PRAY:

Lord, teach us to wait
with hope like Simeon did.
We know You always
keep Your promises.
Amen.
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THE PROMISED
KING LS BORN'

READ

54 _ Luke270—71 _

2 “I bring you good news that will
- cause. great joy for all the people
- Today in the town of David
' a Savior has been born to you;
he is the.’. M‘es's'iah,' the Lord. - g

IMAGINE

Imaglne being a shepherd
 inthe quiet night and

suddenly seeing angels lightingup

the sky Wlth good news'

>
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REFLECT:

The waiting Is over o
The promise ha‘s come'" f"

Jesus—the Savior, Me55|ah
~and Lord—ls born. oF ‘_
- God’s rescue plan s no Ionger 5,

| a whlsper of prOphecy,

but E cry in a manger. e
For klds, thls |s the moment
to celebrate that God’s Son

: came for you For parents

_ ' |t S a remlnder that the o
hea rt of Ch rlstmas |sn’t the glfts,_;:{_‘_f e

but the lee r. For seekers and

Iong tlme bellevers allke
thls IS our reason for j joy
God came down to save us '
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N " TALK: W

ol T

What'’s one way we can celebrate

G ppAye o R
Jesus ‘You are our gfeatest gift.
Thank You for cbmmg td save us
~ and bring joy to the world
L iWe celebrqte Ypu jtoday' a
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THE PROMISED KING
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FOLLOWING THLE
PROMISED KING

READ:
Matthew 2:1-2, 10-11
“We saw his star when it rose
and have come to worship him...
They bowed down
and worshiped him.”

IMAGINE:

Imagine seeing a bright star in
the sky—and deciding to follow it,
no matter how far it leads.

D
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REFLECT:

The wise men saw the sigh and
went searching for Jesus. They
didn’t know where it would take
them, but they followed the light
until they found the King. That's
what it means to be a Christian—
to keep following Jesus, step b

step, day by day. Whether yo
believed for a Iong time or are j

beginning, you're invite
going on this journey

Iit's a chance to say
want to follow Jm




TALK:

What's one way our family
Qn follow Jesus together
G |n the new year

e

PRAY:

Jesus, You are our King.
Like the wise men, we want to
seek You, worship You, and
follow You wherever You lead.
Help us live for You in all we do.
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